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  EASA Safety Information Notice 
 
  
 No.:   2007-10 Revision 1 
 

Issued: 31 July 2007 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject: Brantly International, Inc., Model B-2 Series helicopters, developing 

cracks at the root area of the main rotor blade, just aft of the main spar. 
 
 
Ref. Publication: FAA Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB) SW-07-28, 

dated April 17, 2007, Corrected version. 
 
 
Introduction: This Safety Information Notice (SIN) refers to FAA SAIB SW-07-24 (attached 

to this document as pages 2 and 3) and alerts owners and operators of 
Brantly International, Inc., Model B-2 Series helicopters that some of the 
installed rotor blades have developed cracks at the root area of the blade 
just aft of the main spar.  In some cases, the rotor blade cracks have 
resulted in a section of the aft portion of the blade to separate from the 
aircraft resulting in large vibrations and emergency landings.  Brantly has 
informed the FAA of these failures and is in the process of creating service 
information to address the rotor blade cracks. 

 
 
Applicability: All Brantly International, Inc., Model B-2 Series helicopters. 
 

Note: The FAA SAIB only refers to the Model B-2B helicopter. 
 
 
Recommendation: EASA fully endorses the FAA recommendations and expands this to include 

the Models B-2 and B-2A helicopters which belong to the same type design. 
 
The original version of this Safety Information Notice referenced only main 
rotor blades having Part Number (P/N) 248-202. This notice has now been 
revised to indicate that all P/N main rotor blades may be affected by the 
described condition. For that reason, EASA recommends that the inspection 
be expanded to include all other M/R blades as well. 
 
This Safety Information Notice is for information only. No AD action by NAAs 
is required. 
 

 
Contact: For further information contact the Section Airworthiness Directives, 

Certification Directorate, EASA.  
E-mail: ADs@easa.europa.eu  
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FAA 
Aircraft Certification Service 

SPECIAL 
AIRWORTHINESS 
INFORMATION BULLETIN 

http://www.faa.gov/aircraft/safety/alerts/SAIB 

 
 
SAIB: SW-07-28 
Date:  April 17, 2007 

This is information only.  Recommendations aren’t mandatory. 
 
Introduction 
 
This Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB) alerts owners and operators of Brantly 
International, Inc., Model B-2B helicopters with main rotor blades, part number (P/N) 248-202 
installed, that some of these rotor blades have developed cracks at the root area of the blade just aft 
of the main spar.  In some cases, the rotor blade cracks have resulted in a section of the aft portion 
of the blade to separate from the aircraft resulting in large vibrations and emergency landings.  
Brantly has informed the FAA of these failures and is in the process of creating service information 
to address the rotor blade cracks. 

Background 
 
Brantly International Inc., issued Service Letter No. 110, Revised October 31, 2005 to remind 
operators to perform the “Daily Inspections” described in the Maintenance Manual, Overhaul 
Instructions, And Parts Catalog, reissued May 15, 1981.  The inspections are intended to be 
performed at least once daily before the start of the day’s flight activities. They also recommend 
that a visual check be incorporated into the pilot’s preflight inspection routine.  They also state that 
you should inspect the upper and lower surface of the blade, paying close attention to the root of the 
main rotor outboard blades.   

Recommendations 
 
As soon as possible, perform the inspections and pilot visual check specified in Service Letter No. 
110 (attached).   
 
In addition, we recommend that you remove the main rotor blade, P/N 248-202, from the helicopter 
and:  
 1) Inspect at the root near the fastener holes that attach the skins to the hinge block to 12 
inches outboard of that area for cracks or stop drill holes (see figure below);  
 2) Eddy current or fluorescent penetrant inspect the same area as described in 1 above;  
 3) Replace any blade that reveals cracks or stop drilled holes with an airworthy component 
which also has these recommendations accomplished; and  
 4) Report any findings to the FAA contact person specified below. 
 
For Further Information Contact 
 
Marc Belhumeur, Aerospace Engineer, Rotorcraft Certification Office, ASW-170, 2601 Meacham 
Blvd., Fort Worth, Texas 76193; phone (817)222-5177; fax: (817) 222-5783, email: 
mark.belhumeur@faa.gov. 
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BRANTLY INTERNATIONAL INC. SERVICE LETTER No: 110 
 REVISION: 31 Oct. 2005;      PAGE: 1/1               
 
 

SERVICE LETTER No: 
REVISION: 
SUBJECT: 

MODELS AFFECTED: 
TIME OF COMPLIANCE: 

FAA APPROVAL: 

110 
Initial Release, 31 Oct. 2005 
Inspection of Outboard Main Rotor Blades 
All B-2 series helicopters. 
Daily Inspection 
This Service Letter does not require FAA approval. 

 
 
 
 
This Service Letter SL-110 is intended to remind operators to perform the “Daily Inspections” 
described in the maintenance manual. These inspections are intended to be performed at least once 
before starting on that day’s flying. Preferably, we recommend that they also be incorporated into a 
pilot’s pre-flight inspection. 
 
The inspection of the main rotor blades is of particular importance. Pay close attention to the area at 
the root of the main rotor outboard blades. Be sure to inspect both the top and bottom of the blade. 
Be sure to clean these areas if necessary to get a good view. Be sure that the condition of the paint 
(e.g. chipping) does not interfere with the inspection. Repaint this area if necessary. 
 
Also, when manipulating main rotor outboard blades, be careful not to damage them. In particular, 
make sure not to damage the blade when, at installation, you insert it into the fork of the lead-lag 
damper. 
 
 


