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[4910-13-U]

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39 [64 FR 6791 No. 28 02/11/99]

[Docket No. 98-NM-258-AD; Amendment 39-11035; AD 99-04-11]

RIN 2120-AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Boeing Model 737-600, -700, and -800 Series Airplanes
AGENCY: Federal Aviation Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Final rule.

specified by this AD are intended to prevent such damage, which co
extreme high temperatures, consequent creation of a source of i
fire.

DATES: Effective March 18, 1999.

The incorporation by reference of certain publig ed | gulations is approved by the Director of the Federal
Register as of March 18, 1999.

601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at the Office of the
Federal Register, 800 North Cag . 00, Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFOR
FAA, Transport Ai

: Bernie Gonzalez, Aerospace Engineer, Propulsion Branch, ANM-140S,
@Plorate, Seattle Aircraft Certification Office, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton,
g (425) 227-2682; fax (425) 227-1181.

SUPPLEMEN
to include i

TION: A proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39)
tive (AD) that is applicable to certain Boeing Model 737-600, -700, and -800 series airplanes
Register on October 15, 1998 (63 FR 55343). That action proposed to require repetitive
e of the aft strut insulation blanket. That action also proposed to require eventual replacement of
with new, improved blankets, which would constitute terminating action for the requirements of the

Comments

Interested persons have been afforded an opportunity to participate in the making of this amendment. Due consideration has
been given to the comments received.

Two commenters express no objection to the proposed rule, and one commenter supports the proposed rule.

Conclusion
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After careful review of the available data, including the comments noted above, the FAA has determined that air safety and
the public interest require the adoption of the rule as proposed.

Cost Impact

There are approximately 33 Model 737-600, -700, and -800 series airplanes of the affected design in the worldwide fleet. The
FAA estimates that 26 airplanes of U.S. registry will be affected by this AD.

It will take approximately 1 work hour per airplane to accomplish the required inspection, at an average labor rate of $60 per
work hour. Based on these figures, the cost impact of the inspection required by this AD on U.S. operators igestimated to be
$1,560, or $60 per airplane, per inspection cycle.

It will take approximately 1 work hour per airplane to accomplish the required replacement, at
per work hour. Required parts will be provided by the manufacturer at no cost to the operato
cost impact of the replacement required by this AD on U.S. operators is estimated to be $1,5

The cost impact figures discussed above are based on assumptions that no operator ha
requirements of this AD action, and that no operator would accomplish those
adopted.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations adopted herein will not have substantial direct effec
government and the States, or on the distribution of power and res
Therefore, in accordance with Executive Order 12612, it is d
implications to warrant the preparation of a Federalism Ass

relationship between the national
g the various levels of government.

ificant regulatory action" under Executive Order

12866; (2) is not a "significant rule" under DOT rocedures (44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and

(3) will not have a significant economic impag

PART
1.Th
Authority: ¥C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
§ 39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by adding the following new airworthiness directive:

AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE
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REGULATORY SUPPORT DIVISION E
P.O. BOX 26460
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73125-0460

U.S. Department
of Transportation
Federal Aviation
Administration

The following Airworthiness Directive issued by the Federal Aviation Administration in accordance with the provisions of Fg
Part 39, applies to an aircraft model of which our records indicate you may be the registered owner. Airworthiness Direct a
are regulations which require immediate attention. You are cautioned that no person may operate an aircraft to jhich '

applies, except in accordance with the requirements of the Airworthiness Directive (reference FAR Subpart 39.3).

99-04-11 BOEING: Amendment 39-11035. Docket 98-NM-258-AD.

Applicability: Model 737-600, -700, and -800 series airplanes, line numbers 1 g A iy@Pcertificated in any
category.

NOTE 1: This AD applies to each airplane identified in the preceding
been modified, altered, or repaired in the area subject to the requireme,
altered, or repaired so that the performance of the requirements
approval for an alternative method of compliance in accordance with
assessment of the effect of the modification, alteration, or repa

o9 the owner/operator must request
is AD. The request should include an

result in exposure of the lower surface of the strut to
ignition, and increased risk of a fuel tank explosion and

e airplane, or within 30 days after the effective date of this AD,
whichever occurs later, perform a vis inspection to detect damage (cracks greater than 2.00 inches and/or
separation of the face sheet) qf i blanket, part number (P/N) S315A213-42, in accordance with Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737-

(b) If damage (cracks
detected durin i

(2) Replace any damaged insulation blanket having P/N S315A213-42 with a new, improved insulation
blanket having P/N S315A213-47, in accordance with Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-54A1038, dated May
7, 1998, as revised by Notice of Status Change 737-54A1038 NSC 01, dated June 18, 1998. Accomplishment
of this replacement constitutes terminating action for the repetitive inspection requirements of this AD.

(c) Within 18 months after the effective date of this AD, replace any aft strut insulation blanket having P/N S315A213-42
with a new, improved insulation blanket having P/N S315A213-47, in accordance with Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737-
54A1038, dated May 7, 1998, as revised by Notice of Status Change 737-54A1038 NSC 01, dated June 18, 1998.
Accomplishment of this replacement constitutes terminating action for the requirements of this AD.
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(d) An alternative method of compliance or adjustment of the compliance time that provides an acceptable level of safety
may be used if approved by the Manager, Seattle Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate.
Operators shall submit their requests through an appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who may add comments
and then send it to the Manager, Seattle ACO.

NOTE 2: Information concerning the existence of approved alternative methods of compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Seattle ACO.

(e) Special flight permits may be issued in accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR 21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to a location where the requirements of this AD can be accomplished.

Commercial Airplane Group, P.O. Box 3707, Seattle, Washington 98124-2207. Copies
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington; or at t
800 North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC.

(9) This amendment becomes effective on March 18, 1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bernie Gonzalez, Aero S@ineer, Pr@ulsion Branch, ANM-140S,
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate, Seattle Aircraft Certificati i nd Avenue, SW., Renton,
Washington 98055-4056; telephone (425) 227-2682; fax (425) 227-1



