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AGENCY: Federal Aviation Administration (F , DOT.

ACTION: Final rule; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting 0 s directive (AD) for certain Bell Textron Inc.
(type certificate previously icopter Textron Inc.) Model 204B, 205A, 205A-1, 205B,
and 212 helicopters. This

opter. The FAA previously sent an emergency AD to all

ou may send comments, using the procedures found in 14 CFR 11.43 and 11.45, by

wing methods:

ederal eRulemaking Portal: Go to https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for

ubmitting comments.

Fax: (202) 493-2251.

e Mail: U.S. Department of Transportation, Docket Operations, M-30, West Building Ground
Floor, Room W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590.

e Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail address above between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.



For service information identified in this final rule, contact Bell Textron, Inc., P.O. Box 482, Fort
Worth, TX 76101; telephone (450) 437-2862 or (800) 363-8023; fax (450) 433-0272; email
productsupport@bellflight.com; or at https://www.bellflight.com/support/contact-support. You may
view this service information at the FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, Southwest Region, 10101
Hillwood Pkwy., Room 6N-321, Fort Worth, TX 76177. For information on the availability of this
material at the FAA, call (817) 222-5110.

Examining the AD Docket

Branch, Compliance & Airworthiness Division, FAA, 10101 Hillwog
76177, telephone (817) 222-5786; email david.wilson@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background
On July 6, 2021, the FAA issued Emergenc

which requires, before further flight, removing
pins with a serial number (S/N) prefix “FNFS”.

gency AD 2021-15-51),
mber (P/N) 204-012-104-005
021-15-51 also prohibits installing
e. The FAA sent Emergency AD

Emergency AD 2021-15-51 a fatal accident on a Bell Textron Inc. Model 212
helicopter in which a pin P/N ‘ an S/N prefix “FNFS” sheared off during flight,
which resulted in the main . e main rotor head detaching from the helicopter. The pin
ervice (TIS). An inspection of a different Model 212

helicopter revealed that installed, @nd made by the same manufacturer and with the same
S/N prefix, was def mulated only 29 total hours TIS. Failure of the pin could
result in the mai om the helicopter and subsequent loss of control of the
helicopter.

ing Emergency AD 2021-15-51, Transport Canada, which is the aviation
sued Canadian Emergency AD CF-2021-23, dated July 5, 2021 (Transport
CF-2021-23), to correct an unsafe condition for the following Bell Helicopter

helicopters, S/Ns 2001 through 2070 and 2196 through 2199;

-1 helicopters, S/Ns 30001 through 30065, 30067 through 30165, 30167 through
89 through 30296, and 30298 through 30332;

odel 205B helicopters, S/Ns 30066, 30166, 30188, and 30297; and

odel 212 helicopters, S/Ns 30501 through 30999, 31101 through 31311, 32101 through
2142, and 35001 through 35103.

ansport Canada advises that during an investigation of a Bell Textron Inc., Model 212 fatal
accident in Canada, it was discovered that a pin P/N 204-012-104-005 with an S/N prefix “FNFS”,
sheared off during flight, leading to detachment of the main rotor blade and the main rotor head. The
pin had accumulated only 20 hours of service, and inspection of another Canadian Bell Textron Inc.,
Model 212 helicopter found a pin of the same P/N, made by the same manufacturer, with the same
S/N prefix “FNFS”, to be deformed after only approximately 29 hours in service. According to



Transport Canada, failure of a main rotor hub strap pin will result in detachment of the main rotor
blade and loss of control of the helicopter.

Transport Canada also advises that, although the defective pins were only reported on Bell
Textron Inc., Model 212 helicopters, pins of the same P/N can also be installed on Bell Textron Inc.,
Model 204B, 205A-1, and 205B helicopters. While the cause of failure has not been determined, as a
precautionary measure and to address the risk of detachment of main rotor hub strap pins in flight
Bell has issued Alert Service Bulletins to require replacing all pins with P/N 204-012-104-005
have S/N prefix “FNFS”. Accordingly, Transport Canada Emergency AD CF-2021-23 mang
replacement of affected pins. Transport Canada considers its emergency AD an interim act
states that further AD action may follow.

FAA's Determination

The FAA is issuing this AD after evaluating all the relevant informati
unsafe condition described previously is likely to exist or develop in ot
type designs.

Related Service Information

The FAA reviewed the following Bell Alert Service i ated July 5, 2021:

e ASB 204B-21-74 for Bell Textron Inc., Model 204 i
2196 through 2199;

e ASB 205-21-117 for Bell Textron Inc.,

30298 through 30332;
e ASB 205B-21-71 for Bell Textrg
and 30297; and
e ASB212-21-165 for Bell T
31101 through 31311,
The ASBs specify rem

these pins from service 1
in accordance with igh ' tequirements and may therefore shear as a result of this

The FAA considers this AD to be an interim action. If final action is later identified, the FAA
mighg€onsider further rulemaking.

Justification for Immediate Adoption and Determination of the Effective Date
Section 553(b)(3)(B) of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) (5 U.S.C. 551 et seq.)

authorizes agencies to dispense with notice and comment procedures for rules when the agency, for
“good cause,” finds that those procedures are “impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary to the public



interest.” Under this section, an agency, upon finding good cause, may issue a final rule without
providing notice and seeking comment prior to issuance. Further, section 553(d) of the APA
authorizes agencies to make rules effective in less than thirty days, upon a finding of good cause.
An unsafe condition exists that required the immediate adoption of Emergency AD 2021-15-51,
issued on July 6, 2021, to all known U.S. owners and operators of these helicopters. The FAA found
that the risk to the flying public justified waiving notice and comment prior to adoption of this rule
because an urgent unsafe condition existed and corrective action was required before further
This condition still exists, therefore, notice and opportunity for prior public comment are
impracticable and contrary to the public interest pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B).
In addition, the FAA finds that good cause exists pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(d) for
amendment effective in less than 30 days, for the same reasons the FAA found goo
notice and comment.

Comments Invited

change, to https://www.regulations.gov, includi i ation you provide. The agency
will also post a report summarizing each substan ct received about this final rule.

CBI is commercial or finangi oth customarily and actually treated as
Information Act (FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552), CBI is exempt

information that is cust i ivate, that you actually treat as private, and that is
relevant or responsive itis i rtant that you clearly designate the submitted comments
as CBI. Please mafk™ca bmission containing CBI as “PROPIN.” The FAA will treat

such marked : 1al under the FOIA, and they will not be placed in the public

ance & Airworthiness Division, FAA, 10101 Hillwood Pkwy., Fort Worth,
817) 222-5786; email david.wilson@faa.gov. Any commentary that the FAA

requirements of the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) do not apply when an agency finds

se pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553 to adopt a rule without prior notice and comment. Because the
as determined that it has good cause to adopt this rule without prior notice and comment, RFA
alysis is not required.



Costs of Compliance

The FAA estimates that this AD affects 160 helicopters of U.S. registry. Labor rates are
estimated at $85 per work-hour. Based on these numbers, the FAA estimates the following costs to
comply with this AD.

Replacing up to four pins takes about 20 work-hours and parts cost about $1,756 for four pins for
an estimated cost of up to $3,456 per helicopter.

Authority for This Rulemaking

Title 49 of the United States Code specifies the FAA's authority to issue rules
Subtitle I, section 106, describes the authority of the FAA Administrator. Subtit
Programs describes in more detail the scope of the Agency's authority.
The FAA is issuing this rulemaking under the authority described in Subti

This AD will not have federalism implicati er 13132. This AD will not
have a substantial direct effect on the States, on(the relat en the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of power and re iti ong the various levels of
government.

For the reasons discussed above

ority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
[Amended]

2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding the following new airworthiness directive:



AIRWORTHINESS

EAA DIRECTIVE
Aviation Safety

www.faa.gov/aircraft/safety/alerts/
www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/advanced.html

2021-15-51 Bell Textron Inc. (Type Certificate Previously Held by Bell Helicopter Te
Inc.): Amendment 39-21678; Docket No. FAA 2021-0619; Project Identifier AD-2021-00

(a) Effective Date

This airworthiness directive (AD) is effective without actual notice on Augus 1.
Emergency AD 2021-15-51, issued on July 6, 2021, which contained the iremen this
amendment, was effective with actual notice.

(b) Affected ADs

None.
(c) Applicability

This AD applies to Bell Textron Inc. (type
Inc.) Model 204B, 205A, 205A-1, 205B, and 21

outboard main rotor hub strap pin (pin) pa
“FNFS” installed.

d by Bell Helicopter Textron
rtificated in any category, with an
-005 with a serial number prefix

(d) Subject

Joint Aircraft System ) Code/Air Transport Association (ATA) of America
Code: 6200, Main rotor

uired Actions
efore further flight, remove from service any pin that is identified in paragraph (c) of this

(2) As of the effective date of this AD, do not install any pin that is identified in paragraph (c) of
this AD on any helicopter.



(h) Special Flight Permits
Special flight permits are prohibited.
(i) Alternative Methods of Compliance (AMOC:s)

(1) The Manager, DSCO Branch, FAA, has the authority to approve AMOC:s for this AD,4

information directly to the manager of the certification office, send it to the attention
identified in in paragraph (j)(1) of this AD. Information may be emailed to: 9-AS
COS@faa.gov.

office.
(j) Related Information

(1) For more information about this AD, contact David
Branch, Compliance & Airworthiness Division, FAA, 10
76177, telephone (817) 222-5786; email david.wilson@faa:

(2) The subject of this AD is addressed in Tra
July 5, 2021.

AD CF-2021-23, dated

Issued on July 30, 2021.
Ross Landes,
Deputy Director for Regulatory Ope
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 2021-17024 Filed 8-

plia irworthiness Division, Aircraft

1;





