FAA SPECIAL AIRWORTHINESS
Aviation Safety INFORMATION BULLETIN

SAIB: CE-18-24
SUBJ: Flap Cable Inspection Date:  August 27, 2018

This is information only. Recommendations aren’t mandatory.

Introduction

This Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin alerts owners, operators, maintenance technicians,
and inspectors of an airworthiness concern, specifically of the potential for an undetected failure of
flap cables due to corrosion on Textron Aviation Inc.(Textron) Beechjet Models 400, 400A, 400T,
and MU-300-10 airplanes.

At this time, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has determined that this airworthiness
concern is not an unsafe condition that would warrant airworthiness directive action under Title 14 of
the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 39.

Background

The FAA has received multiple reports through the Service Difficulty Reporting (SDR) system of
severe corrosion on the flap cables to the extent that cable separation has occurred in the flap well
area where the cables connect to the swaged fittings on Textron Beechjet Models 400, 400A, 400T,
and MU-300-10 airplanes. In some cases, the flight crew received annunciation of an asymmetric flap
condition and landed the airplane safely. In other cases, the flaps continued to function and the pilot
was unaware of the failed cable condition.

The flap cables on these airplanes are interconnected between left-hand and right-hand sides such that
one side can drive or assist operation of the opposite side. However, continued operation in this state
leaves the flap control system with less tolerance to subsequent failure(s).

Recommendations

Textron Aviation has issued Communique #126, dated June 2018, for the Models 400/400A to call
attention to the need to clean and lubricate control cables on condition, and to do this more frequently
when the airplane is operated in wet or salt laden environments. In any case, this cleaning and
lubrication should be performed no later than every AB check. The FAA strongly encourages
operators to follow the recommendation of Communique #126 for all Beechjet models listed on this
SAIB.

For Further Information Contact

Paul DeVore, Aerospace Engineer, 1801 Airport Road, Wichita, KS 67209; phone: (316) 946-4142;
fax: (316) 946-4107; e-mail: paul.devore@faa.gov.

For Related Service Information Contact

Textron Aviation Beechjet Technical Support; phone (800) 429-5372, (316) 517-9350, or
beechjet400xp@txtav.com.
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