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EASA Emergency Airworthiness Directive
» \ AD No.: 2016-0104-E
European Aviation Safety Agency [Correction: 09 June 2016]

Issued: 02 June 2016

Note: This Emergency Airworthiness Directive (AD) is issued by EASA, acting in accerdance with
Regulation (EC) 216/2008 on behalf of the European Union, its Member States and of,the
European third countries that participate in the activities of EASA under Article 66 of that
Regulation.

This AD is issued in accordance with Regulation (EU) 748/2012, Part 21.A.3B. In accordance with Regulation (EU) 1321/2014 Annex |, PartiM.A.301, the
continuing airworthiness of an aircraft shall be ensured by accomplishing any applicable ADs. Consequently, no personfmay operate an aircraft tomhich
an AD applies, except in accordance with the requirements of that AD, unless otherwise specified by the Agency [Regulation (EU)1321/2014 Annex |,
Part M.A.303] or agreed with the Authority of the State of Registry [Regulation (EC) 216/2008, Article 14(4) exemption)].

Design Approval Holder’s Name: Type/Model désignation(sh
AIRBUS HELICOPTERS AS 332 L2 and EC 225 LP helicopters

Effective Date: 02 June 2016
TCDS Number(s): EASA.R.002
Foreign AD: Not applicable

Supersedure: None

FLIGHT PROGIBITION

Manufacturer(s):
Airbus Helicopters (formetly Eurocopter, Eurocopter France, Aerospatiale)

Applicability:
AS 332 L2 and E€ 225 LP helicopters, all manufacturer serial numbers.

Reason:

Following a fatal'@ecidentithat occurred in Norway to an EC 225 LP helicopter, indicating in-flight
detachment of the'main rotor hub from the main gearbox (MGB), EASA issued Emergency AD
2016-0089-E to require, as a precautionary measure, the accomplishment of one-time inspections.
Investigation issoh-going to identify the root cause of this accident.

The review of the data reported in accomplishing AD 2016-0089-E, revealed installation findings for
the MGB upper deck fittings of the three MBG suspension bars. Prompted by these findings, EASA
issued superseding AD 2016-0103-E for further inspection and replacement instructions for correct
installation of the MGB suspension bars and attachment fittings.

Soon after EASA AD 2016-0103-E was issued, a second preliminary report from the investigation
board indicated metallurgical findings of fatigue and surface degradation in the outer race of a
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second stage planet gear of the MGB epi-cyclic module. At this time, it cannot be determined if this
is a contributing causal factor or subsequent failure from another initiating factor.

Pending further investigation to determine the root cause(s) of the reported damage, and
development of mitigating measures by Airbus Helicopters, EASA has decided, as an additional
precautionary measure, to temporarily ground the fleet.

For the reason described above, this AD prohibits flight of the AS 332 L2 and EC 225 LP helicopters.

This AD is republished to clarify the note in the “Required Action(s) and Compliance Time(s)” section
of this AD and to amend the contact details of Airbus Helicopters in the “Remarks” section ef this
AD.

Required Action(s) and Compliance Time(s):
Required as indicated, unless accomplished previously.

(1) From the effective date of this AD, do not operate any AS 332 1L2yand EC 225 LP helicopter,
except as specified in paragraph (2) of this AD.

(2) Asingle ferry flight without passengers is allowed to'@maifitenance, location where the
helicopter grounding, as required by paragraphs(d),of this AD, can be accomplished in adequate
storage conditions.

Note: Pursuant to Art.1 (2)(a) of Regulationy(EC) 216/2008, defining the scope of EASA competences
and its legal remit, the requirement ofgaragraph (1)ef .this AD does not apply to AS 332 L2 and

EC 225 LP helicopters while carrying'out miljtary, customs, police, search and rescue, firefighting,
coastguard or similar activities or servicess

Ref. Publications:
None.

Remarks:
1. Ifrequestedand appropriately substantiated, EASA can approve Alternative Methods of
Complianee forthis AD.

2. The results of'the safety assessment have indicated the need for immediate publication and
notification, without the full consultation process.

3. Enquiries regarding this AD should be referred to the EASA Safety Information Section,
Certification Directorate. E-mail: ADs@easa.europa.eu.

4 .“_For any question concerning this AD, please contact:
Airbus Helicopters (Technical Support) — Aéroport de Marseille Provence 13725 Marignane
Cedex, France. Telephone +33 (4) 42 85 97 97, Fax +33 (4) 42 85 99 66,
E-mail: TechnicalSupport.Helicopters@airbus.com.
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