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EASA Emergency Airworthiness Directive
25 AD No.:  2023-0222-E

European Union Aviation Safety Agency Issued: 21 December 2023
[Correction: 22 December 2023]

Note: This Emergency Airworthiness Directive (AD) is issued by EASA, acting in accesdance with
Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 on behalf of the European Union, its Member 8

Regulation.
This AD is issued in accordance with Regulation (EU) 748/2012, Part 21.A.3B. In accordance with Regulation (EU) 1321
Annex Vb Part ML.A.301, as applicable, the continuing airworthiness of an aircraft shall be ensured by accomplishing
no person may operate an aircraft to which an AD applies, except in accordance with the requirements of that

Agency [Regulation (EU) 1321/2014 Annex | Part M.A.303, or Annex Vb Part ML.A.303, as applicable] or agreed wit
[Regulation (EU) 2018/1139, Article 71 exemption].

Design Approval Holder’s Name:
AIRBUS HELICOPTERS

Effective Date: 25 December 2023
TCDS Number(s): EASA.R.516
Foreign AD: Not applicable

Supersedure: None

ATA 62 — Main Rotor — Swas Inspections

Manufacturer(s):
Airbus Helicopters (AH)

Applicability:
AH H160-B helic manufacturer serial numbers.

Definitions:
is AD, the following definitions apply:

plate bearings having Part Number (P/N) U623A20T1001.

SB: Emergency Alert Service Bulletin (ASB) H160-62-32-0001.
Se ble part: An affected part which is new (not previously installed on a helicopter).
Reason:

There have been several occurrences of premature in-service degradation of the swashplate
bearing of H160-B helicopters.
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This condition, if not detected and corrected, could lead to failure of the swashplate bearing,
possibly leading to reduced control of the helicopter.

In one case, it has been determined that the use of the wrong grease or the mixing of incompatible
greases might have initiated the degradation.

Vibration health monitoring (VHM) of the swashplate bearing has been as effective as other
inspections to detect an early degradation of the swashplate bearings, however, the reliak
the VHM itself has not yet been demonstrated to be sufficient unless additional preca
taken.

To address this potential unsafe condition, AH issued the ASB, as defined in t
instructions for additional inspections and to ensure that VHM data is anal
detect degradation of the swashplate bearing.

Inspection(s):
(1) Within 15 flight hours (F

swashplate beagi

73

spection as required by paragraph (1) of this AD, abnormal grease, as defined
etected, before next flight and, thereafter, at intervals not exceeding 15 FH, do a

(2)

check of the VHM flight report for reporting of “MR SWASHPLATE: EXCEEDANCE”
accordance with paragraph 4.3 of the accomplishment procedure of the ASB.

re next flight after the effective date of this AD, and, thereafter, at intervals not exceeding
5 FH, accomplish a check of the condition of the HUMS vibration overlimit monitoring for
reporting of “MR SWASHPLATE: UNDEFINED” or “MR SWASHPLATE: EXCEEDANCE” in
accordance with the instructions of paragraph 4.4 of the accomplishment procedure of the ASB.
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(5) Within 15 FH or 7 days, whichever occurs first after the effective date of this AD, and,
thereafter, at intervals not exceeding 15 FH or 7 days, whichever occurs first, download and
analyse HUMS data associated with the swashplate bearing in accordance with the instructions
of paragraph 4.5 of the accomplishment procedure of the ASB.

Corrective Action(s):
(6) If, following any check as required by paragraph (3) or (4) of this AD, as applicable, any
discrepancy, as defined in the ASB, is detected, accomplish all the applicable actions i

instructions and to accomplish those instructions accordingly.

(7) If, following any functional check of the swashplate bearing as require
AD, or included in the actions as required by paragraph (6) of this AD, as a
discrepancy is detected, before next flight, replace the Main Ro se
accordance with the instructions of the ASB.

Terminating Action(s):
(8) None.

Greasing of the Swashplate Bearing:
(9) From the effective date of this AD, greasin
provided it is accomplished using the grea

(10) Before next swashplate bearing on_or within 15 FH, whichever occurs first after the
effective date of this AD, id , Which was applied during the last swashplate
a the instructions of paragraph 4.1.1 of the

ubligations:
AH Emergency ASB H160-B 62-32-0001 original issue dated 19 December 2023.

The use of later approved revisions of the above-mentioned document is acceptable for compliance
with the requirements of this AD.
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Remarks:
1. Ifrequested and appropriately substantiated, EASA can approve Alternative Methods of
Compliance for this AD.

2. The results of the safety assessment have indicated the need for immediate publication and
notification, without the full consultation process.

3. Enquiries regarding this AD should be referred to the EASA Safety Information Section
Certification Directorate. E-mail: ADs@easa.europa.eu.

those covered by the design to which this AD applies, if the sa
may develop on an aircraft with those components installed
installed under an FAA Parts Manufacturer Approval (PM
(STC) or other modification.

5. For any question concerning the technical content
contact: Airbus Helicopters (Technical Suppo e
Marignane Cedex, France, Telephone +33
Web portal: https://airbusworld.helicopte
E-mail: support.technical-airframe.a irb
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