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This Airworthiness Directive is published by the DGAC on behalf of 
EASA, Airworthiness Authority of the State of Design for the affected 
product, part or appliance. 

 

 
Translation of « Consigne de Navigabilité » of same 

number. 
In case of difficulty, reference should be made to 

the French issue. 

 
Direction  
générale  
de 
l’aviation 
civile 
France  
 
GSAC 
publication 

 
 

No person may operate an aircraft to which an Airworthiness Directive applies,  
except in accordance with the requirements of that Airworthiness Directive,  

unless otherwise agreed with the Authority of the State of Registry. 
 

Corresponding foreign Airworthiness Directive(s): 

Not applicable 
 

Airworthiness Directive(s) replaced: 

F-2004-065 cancelled by its Revision 1 
 

Person in charge of airworthiness: 
AIRBUS SAS 
 
Type certificate(s) No. 180 

TCDS No  180 

Type(s): 

A318, A319, A320 and A321 aircraft 

ATA chapter: 

32 
 

Subject: 

Main landing gear (MLG) - Shock absorber sliding tube cracks 

 
 
1. EFFECTIVITY: 
 

AIRBUS A318, A319, A320 and A321 aircraft all certified models, all serial numbers (MSN), equipped with 
MLG sliding tube with serial number (SN) containing four (4) digit ranging between 4001 and 4317 
included. 

 
These tubes have been manufactured between 1988 and 1993. 
 
The sliding tube SN manufactured by MESSIER-DOWTY during this period can be written as one of the 
four following arrangements: SN 4xxxAB, SN AB4xxx, SN ABC4xxx, SN A4xxx -5678. The important part 
to consider is the four digit coding “4xxx” provided in the given examples. 
 
The aircraft delivered after the effective date of this Airworthiness Directive (AD) and whose MSN is above 
2154 are not affected by the requirements of this AD. 

 
Reminder: It is the responsibility of the operator to ensure that any MLG sliding tube replaced on aircraft 

after having complied with this AD, still complies with the requirements of this AD. 
 
 
2. REASONS: 
 

AD F-2004-065, which dealt with the same subject, rendered mandatory the identification of the sliding 
tube SN of the 2 MLG and required a repetitive visual inspection of the batch of MLG sliding tubes that 
may potentially suffer from some non-metallic inclusions.  

 
It has been reported that such an inclusion could generate a crack, which could lead to failure and loss of 
one axle. 

 
This AD recalls the repetitive visual inspection of AD F-2004-065, which is cancelled, renders mandatory a 
detailed visual inspection and a Magnetic Particle Inspection (MPI) and requires the removal of the MLG 
shock absorber whose sliding tube SN is part of the batch defined in paragraph Effectivity of this AD. 
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3. MANDATORY ACTIONS AND COMPLIANCE TIMES: 
 

3.1. Within 10 days from the effective date of this AD or within 10 days from the last inspection according 
to AIRBUS AOT A320-32A1273 at Revision 1 that is mandated by AD F-2004-065, whichever occurs 
first, perform the visual inspection of the shock absorber sl iding tube and repeat this inspection at 
intervals not exceeding 10 days in accordance with the instructions given in AIRBUS Service Bulletin 
(SB) A320-32A1273 Revision 2. 

 
3.2. Within 500 flight cycles following the effective date of this AD, perform a detailed visual inspection 

and a Magnetic Particle Inspection (MPI) of the MLG sliding tube and apply the necessary corrective 
actions in accordance with the instructions given in SB A320-32A1273 Revision 2. 

 
3.3. Repeat the inspections as defined in above paragraph 3.2. at intervals not exceeding 1200 flight 

cycles and apply the necessary corrective actions in accordance with the instructions given in 
SB A320-32A1273 Revision 2. 

 
3.4. Before December 15, 2008, remove the MLG shock absorber in accordance with the instructions given 

in AMM (Aircraft Maintenance Manual) 32-11-13 page block 401 and send it to MESSIER-DOWTY. 
 

No further action is required as per this AD, after the installation, on both MLG, of a shock absorber whose 
sliding tube SN is out of the batch defined in paragraph Effectivity of this AD. 

 
 
4. REFERENCE PUBLICATION: 
 

AIRBUS Service Bulletin A320-32A1273 Revision 2 
Any later approved revision of this SB is acceptable. 

 
 
5. EFFECTIVE DATE: 
 

July 16, 2005. 
 
 
6. REMARK: 
 

For questions concerning the technical contents of this AD’s requirements, contact: 
 
AIRBUS SAS - Office of Airworthiness - EAS - Fax 33 5 61 93 44 51. 

 
 
7. APPROVAL: 
 

This AD is approved under reference No EASA.A.AD.01012 dated June 28, 2005. 
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