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COMMENT RESPONSE DOCUMENT 

EASA PAD No. 17-115 
[Published on 22 August 2017 and officially closed for comments on 19 September 2017] 

 

Commenter 1: Babcock International Group – Colin Leask – 22/08/2017    

 

Comment # 1  

I have just reviewed EASA PAD 17-115 and on the PAD applicability section this is applicable to all EC175 B helicopter serial numbers. 

If you refer to ASB EC175-28A001 then this ASB is only applicable to EC 175 serial numbers 5002 to 5010 and which are equipped with fuel tank 4 P/N 
509508-4 with a Serial Number strictly below 101. 

May I kindly suggest the above paragraph is added to the applicability section of the PAD instead of the blanket statement EC175 B helicopters all 
manufacturers’ serial numbers? 

EASA response: 

Comment noted. EASA ADs do not simply copy service bulletins issued by the manufacturers. The EASA ADs are documents issued by EASA to address 
an unsafe condition determined to exist in an aircraft, as a result of a deficiency in the aircraft, or an engine, propeller, part or appliance installed on 
this aircraft; and that condition is likely to exist or develop in other aircraft. The AD refers usually to technical information developed by the design 
approval holder, for example published through service bulletins, but it may contain also additional requirements EASA considers necessary to 
ensure the continuing airworthiness of the helicopter type. 

Similarly in this case, the (P)AD was published by EASA and contained, among others reference to the technical instructions-inspections-published by 
Airbus Helicopters as the Alert SB No. EC175-28A001. But the AD contained more: particularly, the paragraph (3) – providing installation conditions 
for additional fuel tanks Nr. 4, P/N M281G20A4004. Paragraph (3) is applicable not only for helicopters 5002 to 5010 (as the ASB applicability) but is 
applicable to all helicopters, in case this affected fuel tank will be installed in them. Therefore the AD is applicable to all helicopters. Please note the 
definition of Group 1 and Group 2 helicopters in the AD. Paragraphs (1) and (2) are applicable to Group 1 helicopters but paragraph (3) is applicable 
to both Group 1 and Group 2 helicopters. No changes have been made to the Final AD in response to this comment. 

 


