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Safety Information Bulletin 
Operations 

SIB No.:  2021-10 

Issued: 25 May 2021 

Subject:  Operations in Belarus Airspace 

 

Ref. Publications: None. 
 
Applicability:  
Aircraft operators having their principal place of business in one of the EASA Member States (MS), 
and Third Country Operators authorised by EASA, when conducting operations to, from and within 
the EU. 
 
Description: 
On 23 May 2021, Ryanair flight FR4978, while overflying Belarus en-route to its final destination, 
Vilnius, was diverted by Belarusian authorities and forced to land in Minsk. The aeroplane 
ultimately departed and arrived in Vilnius with considerable delay after several passengers were 
forcibly disembarked in Minsk. 
 
The circumstances surrounding this action cast serious doubts on the respect shown by Belarus for 
international civil aviation rules. The operational control of an aircraft rests with the operator and 
the aircraft commander, and they bear full responsibility for assessing the risk of any situation and 
for the subsequent decision making. The actions undertaken by Belarus amounted to an increased 
safety risk for the above-mentioned flight and put into question the ability of Belarus to provide 
safe air navigation services.  
 
At this time, the safety concern described in this SIB is not considered to be an unsafe condition 
that would warrant Safety Directive (SD) action under Regulation (EU) 965/2012, Annex II, 
ARO.GEN.135(c). 
 
Recommendation(s): 
Pending the finalisation of an international investigation into the incident that occurred on 23 May 
2021: 
 
- Operators, having their principal place of business in one of the EASA MS, should avoid 

operations in FIR Minsk (UMMV), unless  the use of that airspace is deemed necessary to 
ensure safe operation in case of unforeseen circumstances. 
 

- Third Country Operators authorised by EASA, when conducting operations to, from and within 
the EU, are advised to avoid operations in FIR Minsk (UMMV), unless the use of that airspace is 
deemed necessary to ensure safe operation in case of unforeseen circumstances. 

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:296:0001:0148:EN:PDF
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Contact(s): 
For further information, contact the EASA Safety Information Section, Certification Directorate, 
E-mail: ADs@easa.europa.eu. 
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